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	Visit to Ms Whitchurch. Present: Ms Whitchurch, Lee and Shane

Purpose of visit: To commence an initial assessment on Lee.

Reason for Initial Assessment:

An anonymous telephone referral received alleging that Ms Whitchurch is neglecting her children. S/he said that s/he heard the children screaming as well as ‘bumps and thuds’. S/he also said that Ms Whitchurch ‘never seemed to feed them’ and that the children are ‘dirty and badly dressed’. S/he also suggested that Ms Whitchurch may have learning difficulties.

Child/young person’s developmental needs

Health

Lee appeared clean and well nourished. Lee was not fully dressed when I called. He was wearing only a nappy, tee-shirt and socks. Most children of Lee’s age are dry and clean during the day. Lee’s wearing of a nappy suggests that he may not yet have reached this developmental milestone.

Education

Lee’s language was limited to single words and a simple, repeated babbling phrase. There was little spontaneous use of words. Lee does not appear to be making the expected progress with his speech and language.

Lee showed interest in the pans and spoons that his mother provided for him and his brother to play with. However, his play was solitary in that he did not engage in a positive manner with his brother or try to include his mother (or myself). In addition, his play with the pans was at a basic level – simple banging. There was no evidence of imaginative or constructive play skills. My brief observation suggests there may be some developmental delay.

Emotional and behavioural development: Self care skills 

During the visit Lee played alongside but did not engage with his brother. He did not interrupt or demand attention from his mother during my conversation with her. He appeared self-contained.

Ms Whitchurch told me that workers at the nursery that Lee used to attend said he was aggressive and that on one occasion he had bitten another child.

Identity and social presentation

Lee has regular contact with his father at weekends and his maternal grandmother during the week. Lee showed no fear of strangers and when I arrived showed me the magazine he had been looking at.

Family and social relationships

Lee played happily alongside his brother during the visit. Lee showed no resentment or jealousy when Ms Whitchurch picked up Shane when he was crying. He did not demand attention for himself either verbally or non- verbally.

Parent’s capacity to respond appropriately to the child/young person’s needs

Basic Care

Lee was dressed in a nappy, tee-shirt and socks (as was his brother). Ms Whitchurch reported that the nursery had felt that Lee was not adequately dressed for the weather.

Ensuring Safety

Ms Whitchurch expected Lee to be able to turn off the cooker – which she asked him to do during the visit – and to look after his brother in the mornings. She did not think that these were unrealistic expectations of a three and a half-year-old.

Emotional Warmth

Ms Whitchurch spoke proudly about how Lee helped her. However, during the visit she showed little enjoyment, pleasure or warmth in her interactions with Lee or his younger brother.

Stimulation

Although there were no toys around Ms Whitchurch had put out some pans and wooden spoons for the children to play with.

Guidance and Boundaries

There was little opportunity to observe Ms Whitchurch with Lee. However, Ms Whitchurch told me of one occasion when she had put Lee to bed without any tea for biting another child at nursery.

Stability

Lee lives with his mother and brother. Ms Whitchurch is separated from Lee’s father and from the father of Shane. Ms Whitchurch said that Shane’s father had problems, but did not say anymore.

Issues affecting carers capacities to respond to appropriately to the child’s needs

Ms Whitchurch said that she ‘needed her sleep’ and appeared to be quite tired and flat in her manner. She showed little emotion and no obvious pleasure when she was with her children. She appeared to have some difficulty in organising her day-to-day life. Although these are symptoms of depression they may also have other origins. Further assessment is required.

Family and environmental factors which impact on the child and family

Family history and functioning

Lee’s father takes Lee and Shane out at the weekends. Lee’s maternal grandmother visits during the week

Social resources: wider family; community resources; social integration

Ms Whitchurch no longer takes Lee to nursery. She told me that the other mothers were ‘stuck-up’ and that the walk was too long with two small children.

Housing

There was no opportunity to explore this in detail. Initial impression of the flat was that it was in reasonable condition.

Employment, income

There was no opportunity to explore these issues.

Summary

Health – Lee is still in nappies which suggests he is not clean and dry during the day. Ms Whitchurch’s expectations of Lee are unrealistic and may place him at some risk of physical harm, particularly in relation to turning the cooker off, for example..

Education – Lee’s play is at a very rudimentary stage. He showed no constructive or imaginary play which is suggestive of developmental delay.

Emotional and Behavioural Development

Lee’s interaction with his brother is limited to playing alongside him rather than playing with him. During the visit Lee made no demands on his mother.

Parenting Capacity

Ms Whitchurch showed little enjoyment being with her children. She seemed ‘flat’ and she appeared to be experiencing some difficulty in organising her life. This may be the result of depression. Further assessment is required because , in a lone parent household, this could have long term consequences for the children’s ability to form secure attachments .

Further Action

(In practice we would go on to record the actions we intend to take as a result of the visit. However, as we are focusing on recording we have stopped our record at this point).

Click here to go to our comments on our record.

	Page 1 of 3

Sylvia Walker

SYLVIA WALKER

Page 2 of 3

Sylvia Walker

SYLVIA WALKER

Page 3 of 3

Sylvia Walker

SYLVIA WALKER




