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	22.5.01
	Home Visit to Lorraine Whitchurch. Present Ms Whitchurch, Shane and Lee.
	

	
	
	

	
	Ms Whitchurch was not expecting my visit and appeared unsure if she
	

	
	had received the letter arranging the appointment.
	

	
	
	

	
	Purpose of Visit I explained to Ms Whitchurch that we had received an 
	

	
	anonymous call suggesting that she may be having difficulties coping
	

	
	with the children. Ms Whitchurch asked who had made the referral. I 
	

	
	explained that I could not tell her, but she assumed that it was the 
	

	
	woman next door.
	

	
	
	

	
	Shane’s Needs – Ms Whitchurch said that she found Shane difficult to
	

	
	manage as he was constantly ‘whinging’. He is frequently unwell with 
	

	
	colds. Mrs Whitchurch said that she had taken him to the doctor who
	

	
	had prescribed medicine for his ears. Mrs Whitchurch told me that 
	

	
	Shane is not a good eater and that the previous day she had resorted to
	

	
	force feeding him, although he was later sick.
	

	
	There were no toys for the children, although Ms Whitchurch had
	

	
	provided Shane and Lee with some pots, pans and wooden spoons
	

	
	to play with, which they did quite happily.
	

	
	Shane was dressed in a nappy, tee-shirt and socks. (As was his brother).
	

	
	Shane appeared well nourished and clean.
	

	
	
	

	
	Parenting Capacity – Ms Whitchurch said that that she needed her sleep
	

	
	And that Lee helped her by looking after Shane who gets up early
	

	
	in the mornings. She did not think that this was inappropriate.
	

	
	When telling me about force feeding Shane Mrs Whitchurch said that
	

	
	she believed that Shane had been sick deliberately to spite her.
	

	
	However, when Shane started crying Mrs Whitchurch immediately picked 
	

	
	him up and he stopped crying.
	

	
	
	

	
	Family and Environmental Factors – Ms Whitchurch told me that Lee’s 
	

	
	father visited at weekends and took the children off her hands. Ms  
	

	
	Whitchurch said that she has less contact with Shane’s father as he has 
	

	
	problems. She did not specify the nature of these problems. Ms 
	

	
	Whitchurch told me that her mother visits her during the week.
	

	
	
	

	
	Analysis
	

	
	
	

	
	· Ms Whitchurch appears to be having difficulty managing Shane and 
	

	
	      Brother, despite the contact she has with her family.
	

	
	
	

	 
	· There were no toys available for Shane on my visit, and although Ms
	

	
	 Whitchurch had made opportunities for play available, I feel that 
	

	
	 toys are important for Shane to promote his development.
	

	
	
	

	
	· Ms Whitchurch appeared to be having difficulty feeding Shane, and a
	

	
	      limited understanding of his developmental progress, particularly
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	       her comment that Shane had been sick deliberately to spite her.
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	· Shane is cared for in the mornings by his younger brother Lee, who
	

	
	      is only three and a half. Ms Whitchurch did not think that this was
	

	
	      Inappropriate.
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	· Ms Whitchurch appeared to be quite tired and flat in her manner.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Further Action
	

	
	
	

	
	· Seek Mrs Whitchurch’s agreement to contact the GP about Shane’s
	

	
	      Health and development
	

	
	
	

	
	· Contact the Health Visitor to ask her to discuss feeding with Ms 
	

	
	      Whitchurch.
	

	
	
	

	
	· Arrange further visit to Ms Whitchurch to provide her with 
	

	
	      information about the local toy library and to discuss with her
	

	
	      further supports for herself.
	

	
	
	

	
	· Letter to referrer to notify them of outcome of the referral.
	Sylvia Walker
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